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   Save the Dates 

September 6th District Governor’s Meeting with Area 4 clubs at 
the Stonewall Jackson Hotel beginning at 5PM with a cash bar.  
RSVP by Aug 30th. No noon meeting.   
October 26th Annual Fundraiser at Best Western. More details to 
come. 

 
   July 26th  Recap 

 

 

Litter Control and Pre-Charge Diversion Program 
Tim Martin (Commonwealth Attorney for Augusta County) shared 
his concerns about the amount of litter he sees along Augusta 
County roads. He and Caleb Kramer described plans for a new 
program designed to reduce litter and at the same time provide an 
alternative to the traditional ways of handling minor offenders.  
Caleb already works with VDOT and supervises community service 
crews assigned to clean up county roadsides, but the new Pre-
Charge Diversion Program should be implemented soon. Officers 
will be able to assess the seriousness of a minor crime and offer 
the offender a chance to work on a cleanup crew rather than 
fining them or asking them to appear in court.  In addition, plans 
are in the works for a citizens’ awareness campaign that will 
involve among other things, signs around the country reminding 
people to keep Augusta clean and partnerships with the public 
schools.   Caleb encouraged club members to contact him at 540-
254-7826 if they see areas that are in need of cleanup.   

 
August 2nd Recap 

 

 

Court House Facility Dogs 
Janet Balser, Director of The City of Staunton Victim/Witness 
Program operating out of the Commonwealth Attorney’s office, 
paid a us visit along with Murph, the Staunton Court House Facility 
Dog.  Janet saw the value of having a canine companion dog 
available as a source of comfort for witnesses or victims of crimes 
when they are called upon for an interview by court officials or for 
a court appearance.  These are stressful situations for anyone, but 
especially for children who have suffered abuse or witnessed 
terrifying events.  Janet applied about five years ago for a dog and 
was accepted for a two-week training program in 2017 when she 
was introduced to Murph and given responsibility for his care. 
Murph’s mellow nature makes him particularly suited for his role 
and he has become a beloved member of the Balser household. 



 
August 15th Recap 

   

 

Tutoring Program at William Perry  
Beth Crickenberger, a retired Waynesboro teacher, visited our 
club to encourage people to sign up again this year to work one-
on-one with a student at William Perry who needs extra help in 
reading or math.  She described the previous success of the 
program as well as the importance of the relationships that 
develop between the tutors and students. This fall the program 
will run from October 10th to November 14th.  Volunteer tutors 
can set up their own times to work between 8:30 and 11:30 AM or 
12:30 to 2:30 PM or they can be part of an afterschool tutoring 
group on Mondays and Wednesdays between 3 and 4 PM. Beth 
emphasized that scheduling is very flexible if you have conflicts. 
Training sessions are scheduled on August 22 (9-10) or August 29 
(3:30 to 4:30) but classroom teachers will supply all the materials 
needed for each session and the training is not mandatory.  David 
Balser testified to how much he enjoyed tutoring last year, 
especially playing the math games with his student. Please contact 
Beth at 540-241-4960 or bethcrickenberger@gmail.com if you are 
interested.  A spring session is planned as well. 

 
  New Fundraiser 

Sarah Scott is decorating a large water jug that will be on display 
at future meetings to collect funds for the Ashanti Ghana Water 
Project Global Grant.  Prizes will be awarded for best decorated 
jug and highest amount of money raised per capita. Bring some 
cash to fill the jug! 

 
  New Member 

Michael Meadows: Mike is a familiar face around the community 
where he regularly volunteers at the Wayne Theatre and with local 
sports such as the Waynesboro Generals. He is a proud participant 
and advocate of Special Olympics. 

 
  Member Concerns  

Members or past members unable to attend meetings would 
welcome cards, phone calls or visitors: Pete Rufe, Norm Anderson, 
Walt Hendrick and Ray Quillin are at Summit Square: Tracy 
Aitcheson is at Waynesboro Manor; Forrest Arehart is at his home.  
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