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Save the Dates 
Wednesday October 24th   Pints for Polio at Basic City Beer Co. 
sponsored by Area 4 clubs 
Friday October 26th  “Ghostly Gala” Annual Fundraiser at Best 
Western beginning at 5:30.  More details below. 

 

   August 23rd Recap 
 

 
 

 Bridgewater Retirement Community  
Carrie Budd gave us an overview of the facilities and programs at 
the Bridgewater Retirement Center where she serves as VP for 
Development and Community Relations.  Highlights included 
increased attention to active, social, healthy living and resident 
goal setting.   The Center is growing with additional independent 
living apartments, expanded assisted living options, new dining, 
and outdoor common areas. As David Balser said, she made a 
retirement home sound like something to look forward to! 

August 30th Recap 

 

Blue Ridge Bucha 
Kombucha is made from fermented tea infused with natural 
flavors such as ginger, raspberries, or jasmin.  It is a cold fizzy 
alternative to soda and beer that is low in calories and high in 
probiotics. Ronan Christman described this new local business and 
shared samples with club members. Blue Ridge Bucha recently 
opened a taproom room at 1809 East Main Street (open Wed-Sat 
12-6) where you can try the different flavors and refill your own 
bottles (you can buy one of theirs to get started).   

September 6th 

 

District Governor’s Visit 
Area 4 clubs came together at the Stonewall Jackson Hotel in 
Staunton to meet District Governor George Lee Karnes II.  George 
has an impressive resume of public service but Nancy Whitlock 
introduced him as an old friend from Front Royal.  His well-
received presentation featured among other things a call for clubs 
to seek new members. Leah Pugh, Staunton/Augusta County 
Rotary President, presented him with $100 checks from each Area 
4 club to support the Ashanti Ghana Water Project. 

September 13th  
 
 
 

Kickoff for the Ghostly Gala 
Rebecca Shin and her committee shared details about the 
upcoming fundraiser and called on club members to support the 
gala in various ways. Doors will open at 5:30 and dinner will be 



 

 
 

 

served at 6.  The menu includes rotisserie chicken, pork barbeque 
and a vegetarian option. There will be a photo booth to record 
costumes and a live auction will be spread throughout the evening 
(no silent auction this year).  Instead of one large prize, there will 
be one $3,000 cash prize and four $500 prizes offering ticket 
buyers more chances to win.   
          The most important job for club members is to sell tickets.  A 
$100 ticket provides admission for two people and includes beer 
and wine. Other support from club members comes in donations 
for the auction.  Standalone items or services are needed but 
there are also gift baskets to which members can contribute items 
they buy or solicit from businesses.  So far, the gift basket themes 
include wine lovers, Starbucks, brew/beer lovers, gift cards (all 
kinds), grilling and family fun or outdoor recreation.  More ideas 
are appreciated.  Members are also encouraged to find sponsors 
to purchase tables for $1000 and $1500. Sponsors will have their 
names displayed on banners and in social media.  A handout 
provided talking points and a list of our club’s contributions.   
           Steve Howlett brought a special guest to lunch to remind us 
of Rotary’s impact from fundraising such as the gala. Charlie 
Downs was just six years old when he contracted polio back in the 
40’s before a vaccine was developed.  Let’s let Charlie Be the 
inspiration to get out there and sell tickets! 

Notes from the 
Board 

The board approved a $500 donation to support Wenonah 
Elementary School’s annual field trip to Jamestown, VA.  Many 
students cannot afford the $47 cost of the trip.  Also approved was 
a donation of $100 to the Staunton Noon Rotary Club to support 
their annual Christmas Party for local needy children. 

Proposed Member Nominee: Lt. Timothy (Tim) Jo 
Employed By:  The Salvation Army Org. 
Classification: Non-Government/ Org. / Salvation Army 
Proposed By:  Harold Cook 
If there are no objections submitted, in writing, to the Board within ten 
(10) days of this notice, the above named individual shall be duly qualified 
for membership in the Rotary Club of Waynesboro. 

 

 

 
Please submit ideas for 

Gear Post content to 
Francine Johnston: 
fjjohnst@uncg.edu 
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